
MINUTES
Of a Regular Meeting of the
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
July 5, 2023

A regular meeting of the Village Board of Piper City was brought to order at the Community Building on July 5, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Orr presiding.  Trustees Fuoss, Houck, Cotter, Berry, and Bertrand responded to roll call.   Mogged was absent.

The minutes from the regular meeting held on June 7, 2023, were presented to the Board for their approval.  Motion to approve the minutes was made by Cotter and seconded by Houck.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.  

The financial report for June showing a balance on hand in all funds of $1, 057,730.32 as of June 30, 2023, was presented to the Board for their approval.  The motion was made by Berry and seconded by Houck to approve the financial report.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the report was approved.

A list of payroll and bills were presented to the Board for their consideration.  Motion by 
Fuoss and seconded by Bertrand that the village clerk issue warrants on the village treasurer to named claimants.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.  The list of payroll and bills is attached to these minutes and made a part hereof by reference.

Under public comments, resident Shawn Platz addressed the board over his concerns with the condition of the property next to his since the overgrowth was encroaching on his property.  He also asked for specifics of the fence ordinance.  Mayor Orr responded that he would meet with Platz and give him the specifics.  Another resident, Dominic Ramirez, shared his concerns with the drugs throughout town and asked what can be done to clean it up.

Under old business, the mayor presented Ordinance 23-2 Appropriations Ordinance for FY 2023-2024 to the board for approval.  After discussion, Fuoss made a motion to approve the ordinance and Houck seconded.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.  

Under new business, Mayor Orr noted that the village had received a contract for fee-based services from the Ford County Animal Control Department.  Cotter made a motion to accept the contract and Bertrand seconded.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion passed.

The board discussed the appointment of Burton Hastings to the Zoning Board.  Fuoss made a motion to approve the appointment and Berry seconded.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion passed.
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Under Code Enforcement update, Mayor Orr reported that a mowing notice had been issued to the Russ Gearhart heirs and that the yard had been mowed.  A motion for summary judgment has been made against Stites.  The board discussed the status of the Pritchett garage and agreed to give her family 10 days to tear down the structure or the village will proceed with a summary judgment against Pritchett.  The board discussed the status of the Weakman case and instructed the mayor to move forward with legal action.

Under trustee reports, Fuoss asked for a status update on the pickleball courts.  Houck asked for a status update on the road repair/gravel at the Oak and Pine Street intersection.  Cotter asked if there would be room at the city shed where the old ambulance bay is located for the fire department to keep one of their trucks if they would get another vehicle.  Bertrand asked for a status update on the missing playground pieces and suggested planting some new shade trees at the park.

At 8:10, Fuoss made a motion to go into executive session to discuss employee performance and compensation and Berry seconded.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion passed.  At 8:25, Fuoss made a motion to end the executive session and Cotter seconded the motion.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion carried.  Berry made a motion to increase Mike Evely’s pay rate to $22/hr. and to pay any unused vacation time at the year’s end.  Houck seconded the motion and on a roll call vote Fuoss, Houck, Cotter, Berry, and Bertrand voted aye and Mogged was absent.


A motion for adjournment was made by Fuoss and seconded by Bertrand. Motion was carried and the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 




								Rhonda McCoy, Village Clerk
