
MINUTES
Of a Regular Meeting of the
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
March 2, 2023

A regular meeting of the Village Board of Piper City was brought to order at the Community Building on March 2, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Orr presiding.  Trustees Fuoss, Houck, Cotter, and Mogged responded to roll call.   Bertrand and Berry were absent.

The minutes from the regular meeting held on February 2, 2023, were presented to the Board for their approval.  Motion to approve the minutes was made by Cotter and seconded by Houck.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.  

The financial report for January showing a balance on hand in all funds of $1,044,142.89 as of February 28, 2023, was presented to the Board for their approval.  Motion was made by Fuoss and seconded by Mogged to approve the financial report.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the report was approved.

A list of payroll and bills were presented to the Board for their consideration.  Motion by 
Cotter and seconded by Houck that the village clerk issue warrants on the village treasurer to named claimants.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.  The list of payroll and bills is attached to these minutes and made a part hereof by reference.

Under public comments, Abrie Dyrby , from the Tri-Point Post Prom committee, spoke to the board about Post Prom activities and asked if they would donate.  Mogged made a motion to donate $200 to the Tri-Point Post Prom Committee and Fuoss seconded.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.  Ford County Sheriff Chad Johnson and State’s Attorney Andrew Killian introduced themselves to the board.  Sheriff Johnson informed the board that he only has four deputies on the department at this time, but they will continue to make rounds in Piper City.  Killian noted that they have seen an uptick in mental health related cases and reminded the board to call 911 for help if needed.  John Gallahue share with the board the date, March 7, 2023, as the next date of the Piper City Community Historical Society meeting.  Bryant Movern presented to the board with information on an available grant through ATS that he would like to submit on behalf of the village.  His goal is to beautify the main streets with hanging flower baskets and the grant money should cover the expenses.  The board discussed issues with maintenance of the pots but overall, their consensus was for Movern to proceed with the grant application.  Robyn Gislain asked the board if they would allow her to place a sign at the village boundary along Route 24 that advertises businesses within the community.  She would purchase the sign and ask for a $30 fee from each business that would like to advertise on the sign.  The board will further discuss the proposal and there was no objection raised.
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Under old business, the board approved a $200 donation to Tri-Point Post Prom during the public comments period.

Under new business, Mayor Orr introduced Tyler Martin, a licensed water operator.  Martin shared his experience and credentials with the board.  After discussion, Fuoss made a motion to hire Tyler Martin as the licensed water operator for the village for a period of one year with compensation of $12,000 per year to be paid in equal monthly installments, starting in March 2023.  Fuoss further moved that the mayor be authorized to execute a contract on behalf of the village in setting forth the duties and responsibilities of the licensed water operator and the village, subject to approval of the contract by the village attorney.  Houck seconded the motions, and a roll call vote was taken.  Fuoss, Houck, Mogged, Cotter voted aye with Berry and Bertrand absent.  The motion was carried.

 Mayor Orr stated that he had spoken with Lee Excavating about the building of Cross St. on the east side of Route 24.  They will be providing a proposal to the mayor.  It was noted that the coffee house has a May 2023 opening target.

Mayor Orr noted that the village banners are beginning to show signs of wear and asked if the board would approve purchase of new banners.  Fuoss made a motion to purchase new banners for the downtown area and Cotter seconded.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.

Mayor Orr stated that Julie Bertrand had notified him that the applicant that most fit the criteria for the Gary Merle Harford Education Trust Scholarship was Emma Creek.  Mogged made a motion to award the scholarship to Emma Creek and Houck seconded.  On a voice vote all trustees voted aye and the motion was carried.

Code Officer Walker shared her activity reports with the board.

Under Trustee reports, Trustee Fuoss asked for follow up reports on the dog incident in the park as well as the park vandalism.  Trustee Houck reported that he was waiting on a call from Infinity concerning internet options in the village.  Trustee Mogged stated that he would speak with Doug Smith concerning the internet equipment that is already available in the village.  He will also reach out to Connexus.

Motion for adjournment was made by Fuoss and seconded by Houck. Motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 




								Rhonda McCoy, Village Clerk
